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Thoughts on Urbanology in the New Era: Urban Issues, Urban Science, and
Urbanology
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Abstract: Establishing a city science system led by urbanology has long been a key
pursuit for urban researchers, with continued efforts to build a theoretical and meth-
odological framework of urbanology from an academic perspective to provide guid-
ing principles and professional knowledge for China's urban development and plan-
ning. Currently, China is at a critical historical juncture in advancing Chinese-style
modernization, in which urban development plays a pivotal role. As cities enter a
new stage of development, there is an urgent need to systematically review and re-
think urbanology. By tracing the historical trajectory of urban development in China,
it becomes clear that reform has consistently served as the guiding principle, aimed
at liberating and developing productive forces and implementing national develop-
ment strategies. Compared with urbanology or urban studies in other countries,
China's urbanology not only advocates interdisciplinary integration to uncover the sci-
entific laws underlying urban development, but also emphasizes close alignment with
theories of productive forces, national macro policies, and urban institutional reforms.
This represents a fundamental distinction between China's urbanology and urban sci-
ence research abroad. Based on this, and in line with the goals set forth by the
Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee, focusing on improving ur-
banization strategies and developing new quality productive forces, this paper builds
on existing urbanology research to expound the practical significance and core con-
tent of developing a new era of urbanology. It proposes the establishment of six ma-
jor urban science sub-disciplines led by this new urbanology framework, with the
aim of providing systematic and sustainable scientific support for the construction of

modern cities.
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Fig.1 The core essence of urbanism in the new era and the development direction and vision for cities
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